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second position sited along the crest, and at the same
time to secure the crossings of the Steenebeek, the
muddy ditch which flows by St. Julien to join the
St. Jansbeek, north-east of Bixschoote. If this
could be done at once and the weather favoured, a
strong defensive flank could be formed for a break-
through in the direction of Thourout towards the
north-east.

On the morning of Monday the 30th came a
heavy thunderstorm, and rain fell in the afternoon.
All day the Allied bombardment continued at its
height, and during the drizzling night. The rain
stopped towards dawn, but a thick mist remained,
and the ground was plashy and the sides overcast
as zero hour drew near. There was a short lull in the
firing after three ; but precisely at 3.50 a.m. on the
31st the whole Allied front broke into flame. Under
cover of discharges of thermit and blazing oil, and a
barrage of exceptional weight, the infantry crossed
their parapets, and the battle began. The whole, of
the G&rman front position fell at once. According
to plan, the next day should have seen a second
blow with cumulative force. But the weather had
joined the enemy. From midday on 1st August for
four days and four nights without intermission fell
the rain. Even when it stopped on the 5th there
followed days of sombre skies and wet mists and
murky clouds. The misery of our troops, huddled
in their impromptu lines or strung out in shell-holes,
cannot be pictured in words. Nor can the supreme
disappointment of the High Command. After months
of thought and weeks of laborious preparation, just
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